
 May Board Meeting 
Friday, May 27, 2022 – 10:00 AM 

Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority  
3201 Scherer Drive 

St. Petersburg, FL 33716 
 

 MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 10:13 a.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL 

PRESENT      ABSENT 
Commissioner Rene Flowers    Commissioner Reggie Bellamy 
Secretary David Gwynn    Jim Holton 
Commissioner Jeff Holcomb     
Councilmember Lynn Hurtak 
Commissioner Pat Kemp 
Commissioner Janet Long 
Cliff Manuel, Jr 
Secretary L.K. Nandam 
Commissioner Kimberly Overman (virtual) 
Commissioner Kathryn Starkey 
Mayor Ken Welch 
Executive Director David Green 
Legal Counsel Jennifer Cowan 
TBARTA Staff 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Citizens Advisory Committee Report  

Committee Chair Bill Roberts provided an update on the May 11 CAC meeting. The CAC heard 
presentations about micro-mobility and RRT battery electric vehicles. There was also discussion about 
TD Tampa Bay and Commute Tampa Bay, and an update on the CSX rail corridor study. The CAC 
supports TBARTA’s funding in the state budget and hopes the Governor approves it. 

Finance Committee Report  

Commissioner Flowers provided a Finance Committee Report. The Finance Committee approved the 
April financial statements and the FY 2021 financial audit. 

Policy Committee Report  
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Commissioner Starkey provided a Policy Committee Report and had Ron Pierce and Harry Glenn 
summarize their State and Federal Legislative updates.  

Mr. Pierce expects the Governor to receive the budget next week and reminded the Board that 
TBARTA has two line items in the budget. He also mentioned the significant public support TBARTA has 
received for funding and the letters of support that were sent to the Governor’s Office on behalf of 
TBARTA. There is strong support for the TD Tampa Bay program. 

Commissioner Starkey asked about the status of Governor appointments. Mr. Pierce advised that he 
anticipates a conversation with the Governor’s Appointments Office in June and feels there will be 1 or 
2 applications submitted in June. He hopes at least one of the appointments will be made in June or 
July. 

Mr. Glenn reported the House and Senate are both in recess for Memorial Day. Congress, however, is 
preparing for FY23 appropriations and he anticipates work being complete by December, if not 
September. Veronica Vanterpool was appointed FTA Deputy Administrator in May 2022 and the 
Administration continues to roll out new Bipartisan Infrastructure Law grant programs. He also 
reported on Congressional redistricting and the impact it will have in Tampa Bay.   

Commissioner Overman asked if a portion of the CSX rail corridor study would qualify for funding 
under FTA’s Pilot Program for TOD Planning. Mr. Glenn replied that he would like to ask FTA and get 
back to the Board with an answer.  

Commissioner Starkey commented that she likes the CSX project but does not feel it is viable right now 
because CSX is not interested in selling the tracks. She thinks we have a great opportunity with the I-
275 RRT project that TBARTA is already working on and asked if it would qualify for a FTA TOD Planning 
study.  

Commissioner Flowers advised that she does not feel the CSX study is a good idea due to CSX's 
unwillingness to sell the rail lines and thinks we should wait a few months to hear more from CSX 
officials. 

Commissioner Holcomb agrees with pausing the CSX study until fall. 

Secretary Gwynn said there are many unknowns that can possibly be answered in the next 6 months. 
He recommends waiting until more information can be gathered. The state would not be involved in 
leasing the tracks. He also clarified that for any regional transit project to qualify for federal funds, all 
jurisdiction along the corridor must support the project and commit to funding its operations and 
maintenance when it begins operating. For that reason, it would be a good idea to find a regional 
solution that everyone can support. If not, a local jurisdiction would have to fund a project on its own 
without state or federal participation. 
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Commissioner Long supports the RRT but wants to be sure we don’t forget about Manatee County. 

Motion made by Commissioner Overman to draft a letter to the TMA and SCTPA advising them that the 
TBARTA Board wishes to pause the CSX rail corridor study until some future date.  

Chair Manuel advised that this topic is for information purposes. It was not advertised as an action 
item for the public to comment on and he would like it to come back to the Board through the Policy 
Committee. He also added that transportation corridors are studied frequently without permission 
from property owners.  

Secretary Gwynn clarified that FDOT did not attempt negotiate with CSX during its meetings, but did 
want to ask CSX its thoughts on selling the rail lines since the State was being asked to purchase them. 
He also clarified that conducting a study of the CSX rail line is different than a typical transportation 
corridor because FDOT has no right of eminent domain with CSX.    

Chair Manuel requested an Action Item for the Board through the Policy Committee for how the study 
can move forward based on input provided by Board members.  

Secretary Gwynn also recommended specifying what type of service the project would involve 
(commuter rail vs light rail). 

Commissioner Overman commented that the rail corridor study would help inform the decision of 
pursuing commuter rail or light rail. She added that further discussion of the study scope by the Policy 
Committee in July would be helpful. 

Commissioner Overman tabled her motion until the next meeting. 

ACTION ITEMS 

Approve April Board Meeting Minutes 

Motion to approve April Board Meeting Minutes made by Commissioner Starkey. Seconded by 
Commissioner Flowers. Motion passed unanimously. 

Pasco County MPO CAC Appointment: Clinton Wynn 

Motion to affirm the Pasco County MPO CAC appointment made by Commissioner Flowers. Seconded 
by Commissioner Starkey. Motion passed unanimously. 

FY 2021 Financial Audit Results 

Brian Quinlin of CliftonLarsonAllen presented the FY 2021 audit results. TBARTA received an 
unmodified opinion, which states that the financial statements were fairly presented. There were no 
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material weaknesses or significant deficiencies regarding internal controls over compliance, and no 
financial statement findings or management comments. 

Motion to approve the FY 2021 Financial Audit made by Commissioner Starkey. Seconded by 
Commissioner Flowers. Motion passed unanimously. 

DBE Program and Goal  

Al Burns from PSTA provided an overview of TBARTA’s proposed DBE Program and Goal. 

DBE Programs are required by grant recipients with federal contract awards greater than $250,000 in a 
fiscal year. The program requires the establishment of goals ranging from 1-10% on a triennial basis, 
which represents a percentage of the federal funds expended by the organization. The calculation to 
determine the goal ratio is based on the number of DBE contractors who are able and willing to 
participate in DOT-assisted contracts. After evaluating upcoming procurements, staff recommends a 
program goal of 2% for FYs 2022-2024. 

Commissioner Kemp commented that 2% is low and feels TBARTA should be able to do better than 
that. Mr. Burns responded that 2% is the overall agency goal, but the goal for an individual project 
could be higher. TBARTA does not have many federally funded projects and there are consequences to 
not meeting agency DBE goals. Staff evaluated TBARTA’s planned procurements and cannot 
recommend establishing an arbitrarily higher goal.  

Commissioner Long commented that PSTA's triennial review resulted in no deficiencies. She has great 
confidence in staff’s knowledge and experience and cannot support a substitute motion. 

Substitute motion made by Commissioner Kemp to raise the DBE goal to 5%. Seconded by Mayor 
Welch. 

Mayor Welch asked how 2% compares to the availability of firms to provide services. Mr. Burns 
responded that firms must be certified DBE’s willing and able to perform applicable work. Participation 
would come primarily from disciplines related to the CSX study. 

Councilmember Hurtak asked how many projects TBARTA will be working on. Mr. Green responded 
that the only upcoming federally-funded project is the CSX study. 

Commissioner Holcomb agrees with Staff's recommendation of 2%. 

Commissioner Flowers asked during the Policy Committee meeting if there was an intent to increase 
the DBE goal as other projects arise. Mr. Burns replied there would be. Commissioner Flowers is 
confident staff will seek higher participation as opportunities present themselves. 
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Commissioner Overman asked what level of DBE participation FTA considers competitive when 
awarding grants. Mr. Green replied that FTA does not consider DBE participation when awarding 
grants. 

Chair Manuel asked what the risk is if you set a DBE goal too high. Mr. Burns replied that failing to 
meet your agency goal could be a finding during a triennial review and would not look good for a new 
grantee like TBARTA. 

Chair Manuel called a by-name vote for the substitute motion to raise the DBE goal to 5%. Motion 
failed 5-4. 

Voting Yea: Councilmember Hurtak, Commissioner Kemp, Commissioner Overman, Mayor Welch 

Voting Nay: Commissioner Flowers, Commissioner Holcomb, Commissioner Long, Chair Manuel, 
Commissioner Starkey 

Motion to approve the DBE Program and triennial goal of 2% made by Commissioner Flowers. 
Seconded by Commissioner Starkey. Motion passed 6-3. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner Flowers, Commissioner Holcomb, Commissioner Long, Chair Manuel, 
Commissioner Overman, Commissioner Starkey 

Voting Nay: Councilmember Hurtak, Commissioner Kemp, Mayor Welch 

Commissioner Long recommended the semi-annual DBE report be presented to the Board as an 
information item when submitted to FTA. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Chair Manuel had no report. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

Mr. Green reported that TBARTA participated in PSTA’s triennial review in the area of Subgrantee 
Oversight. 

There is no meeting in June. The next meeting is July 15 at FDOT District 7. 

Items that will come to the Committees or Board in July are the TDP Annual Progress Report, draft FY 
2023 operating budget, and BMO’s annual performance review. There will also be a contract ready to 
restart TD Tampa Bay in case that funding remains in the final budget signed by the Governor. 
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Items that will come to the Committees or Board in August are the final FY 2023 operating budget, 
election of board officers, and new committee assignments. 

PRESENTATIONS 

Eve Air Mobility 

Matthew Land gave a presentation on Eve Air Mobility and their approach to Urban Air Mobility. Eve 
will not operate aircraft, but will only sell and lease them. They will maintain and support UAM vehicles 
from other developers and are developing an urban air traffic management solution. Eve’s aircraft is a 
Lift plus Cruise design. They expect to have their aircraft certified in 2025 with operations beginning in 
2026. 

Commissioner Flowers complimented the presentation and asked how much rides would cost. Mr. 
Land responded that it would cost 1 ½ - 2 times the cost of an Uber, or approximately $90 per 
passenger, but will drop to $45 per passenger with fully autonomous operations. 

Commissioner Flowers asked if a waiver will be required to ride. Mr. Land said it is too early to know 
for sure. There may be a waiver but possibly just a safety video. 

Commissioner Holcomb asked if there were any public transit agencies using Eve Air Mobility. Mr. Land 
responded that there are not and reminded the Board that air taxis do not commercially operate 
anywhere yet. 

Mayor Welch asked if Eve Air Mobility has solved the issue of traffic control and commercial vs general 
aviation drones. Mr. Land responded that they are working on that now and are encouraging the FAA 
to prioritize how eVTOLs will integrate into the air space. 

Commissioner Long asked if Joe Lopano could be invited to present to the Board how TPA might 
integrate air mobility at the airport. Mr. Green responded that Mr. Lopano has already confirmed 
availability to present later this summer. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Board meeting adjourned at 11:48 a.m. 

**NEXT BOARD MEETING** 
July 15, 2022 – 10:00 AM 

FDOT District 7 
11201 N. McKinley Drive 

Tampa, FL 33612 


