
 September Policy Committee Meeting 

Friday, September 24, 2021 – 9:30 AM 

Hillsborough County Building 
Old Civil Service Office Conference Room – 18th Floor 

601 E. Kennedy Blvd. 
Tampa, FL 33602  

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA 
  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Persons wishing to address the Committee can do so in either of two ways: 

A. Comments no more than 400 words may be sent to PublicComment@TBARTA.com and will be 
read into the record. Written comments must be received no later than the day before the 
meeting. Comments must include the name, address, organization and topic or agenda item. 

B. To speak during the meeting, phone 1-929-205-6099 with meeting ID 86363270990 and 
passcode 066864 thirty minutes prior to the meeting. You will first speak to a staff member, then 
be able to provide public comment for a maximum of three (3) minutes when recognized by the 
chairman. This public comment period can be extended for up to 30 minutes. 

3. WELCOME COMMISSIONER JEFF HOLCOMB – HERNANDO COUNTY 

4. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

A. July Legislative Subcommittee & Policy Committee Meeting Minutes 

5. DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION ITEMS 

A. FY 2022 Legislative Agenda 

B. Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council Discussion 

6. OTHER BUSINESS 

7. FUTURE MEETING SUBJECTS 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

**NEXT POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING** 
October 22, 2021 – 9:30 AM 

PSTA Board Room 
3201 Scherer Drive 

St. Petersburg, FL 33716 
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Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority meetings are open to the public. If a decision made at a meeting is appealable, 
any person who decides to appeal will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, including testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based. Pursuant to the provisions of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in a Tampa Bay Area Regional 
Transit Authority meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 2 business days before the meeting by calling 1(800) 998-
7433. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800) 955-8771 (TDD) 
or 1(800) 955-8770 (Voice). 



 July Legislative Subcommittee Meeting 

Friday, July 16, 2021 – 8:30 AM 

Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA) 
3201 Scherer Drive 

St. Petersburg, FL 33716 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

PRESENT 
Cliff Manuel, Jr. 
Commissioner Janet Long 
Jim Holton 
Commissioner Kathryn Starkey 
Commissioner Rene Flowers 
TBARTA staff 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

Approve May Legislative Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 

Motion made by Jim Holton, Seconded by Cliff Manuel, Jr. 
Voting Yea: Cliff Manuel, Jr., Commissioner Long, Jim Holton, Commissioner Starkey, Commissioner 
Flowers. 

Motion passes 5-0. 

INFORMATION ITEMS 

Federal Legislative Update  (Harry Glenn and Steve Palmer, Van Scoyoc) 

The House appropriations committee has worked through all 12 approprations. The final one, the 
transportation infrastructure bill provides a 20% increase in spending with much of it going towards 
transportation. It provides over $15 billion to the Federal transit admnistration, which benefits TBARTA 
and other local agencies. It also provides $2.5 billion in capiltal investment grants, these are FTA grants 
used to build out BRT and light rail systems. It provides $580 million dollars for transit infrastructure 
grants that can be used for bus and bus facility upgrades. $1.2 billion has been provided for the new 
RAISE grant, it would cover transportation projects of regional signifigance. $20 million has been 
provided for transportation planning grants. In addition this bill does two other things. It funds a new 
program called the thriving communites initiave, the committee will fund this for the first time at $100 
million. It provides planning and reseach on how communities can increase oppertunities for residents 
in the areas of jobs, schools and businesses. This will intigrate housing and transit. Finally, the 
Committee bill also provides direction to the DOT to do more work in the area of climate change & 
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transportation with a focus on innovative transit. The Committee will approve the bill this week and it 
will then go to the House floor in two weeks for approval. The Sentate will be delayed until September.  

$2.3 trillion was proposed by the President for the multi-year Infrastructure bill. That bill proposed 
almost $23 billion for transit, and the Senate bipartisian agreement has proposed almost $22 billion. As 
of now there is no information on how it will be allocated and dispursed. The Sentate needs 60 votes 
to pass the bill. The Democrats are going alone on the American Familes Plan bill for $3.5 trillion. The 
five-year Surface Transportation bill was passed on the House side house. This bill funds transit at 
almost $22 billion a year as well, transit funding could go from $12 million to $20 million next year. 

State Legislative Update  (Ron Pierce, RSA) 

Governor DeSantis vetoed our appropriation due to concerns on unspent Federal grant funds and 
continuing to ask for non-recurring revenue for operations. RSA has put in a request to the Governor’s 
office to discuss the concerns that were raised. Other ideas include meeting with DOT to see what 
ideas they might have and meeting with President Simpson. We need to have projects that tie back to 
any requested money. 

**NEXT LEGISLATIVE SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING** 
August 20, 2021 – 8:30 AM 

PSTA Board Room 
3201 Scherer Drive 

St. Petersburg, FL 33716 

Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority meetings are open to the public. If a decision made at a meeting is appealable, 
any person who decides to appeal will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, including testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based. Pursuant to the provisions of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in a Tampa Bay Area Regional 
Transit Authority meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 2 business days before the meeting by calling 1(800) 998-
7433. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800) 955-8771 (TDD) 
or 1(800) 955-8770 (Voice). 



 July Policy Commitee Meeting 

Friday, July 16, 2021 – 9:30 AM 

Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA) 
3201 Scherer Drive 

St. Petersburg, FL 33716 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

PRESENT 
Jim Holton 
Cliff Manuel, Jr. 
Commissioner Kathryn Starkey 
Commissioner Janet Long 
Commissioner Rene Flowers 
TBARTA staff 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM 

Approve May Policy Committee Meeting Minutes 

Motion made by Jim Holton, Seconded by Commissioner Flowers. 
Voting Yea: Jim Holton, Cliff Manuel, Jr., Commissioner Starkey, Commissioner Long, Commissioner 
Flowers. 

Motion passes 5-0. 

DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION ITEMS 

CSX Rail Discussion  (Brian Pessaro) 
 
Beth Alden from the Hillsborough MPO gave some history on the passenger use of the CSX-owned 
freight rail corridors through Tampa. Over twelve studies have taken place from the early 90's through 
2019. This topic keeps coming up due to many factors: 

 Hillsborough County has four major job clusters which comprise about 300,000 jobs. CSX lines 
connect three of the four: Downtown, USF Area, Brandon. 

 There is no other continuous right of way available for rapid transit between Downtown and USF 
without removing lanes on roads (per HART AA, 2010). 

 The Downtown-USF line also passes through multiple neighborhoods where bus 
ridership is high. 

 CSX’s use of the lines north of Ybor City for freight is minimal. CSX offered in 2015 to 
work with interested parties towards a joint use agreement. 
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 In study after study, the Downtown-USF line in particular has shown good ridership 
potential and favorable public opinion. 

In 2009, the TBARTA Board voted to support rail plans in Hillsborough County as a first phase of 
TBARTA’s Regional Master Plan due to good ridership demand. In 2011 FDOT purchased 61 miles of 
CSX tracks in Orlando for the SunRail Commuter Rail project for $150 million dollars. This cost included 
funds to move freight traffic to other rail corridors as well as improvements to do so. A study looked at 
using 100 miles of low-use tracks for a rail project from Downtown Tampa to USF. In addition, there is 
also a potential for future expansion into South Tampa, Clearwater, and Wesley Chapel.  

  

**NEXT POLICY MEETING** 
August 20, 2021 – 9:30 AM 

PSTA Board Room 
3201 Scherer Drive 

St. Petersburg, FL 33716 

Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority meetings are open to the public. If a decision made at a meeting is appealable, 
any person who decides to appeal will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, including testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based. Pursuant to the provisions of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in a Tampa Bay Area Regional 
Transit Authority meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 2 business days before the meeting by calling 1(800) 998-
7433. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800) 955-8771 (TDD) 
or 1(800) 955-8770 (Voice). 
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