
 
 

 
 

TBARTA held a Board Meeting on Friday, April 23rd at Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority. 

 
Hillsborough Planning Commission Awards 
TBARTA was presented with two awards from the Hillsborough Planning Commission, the Award of Merit and 
the Award of Excellence. Both were for the work done on Envision 2030. 
 
RRT/Express Bus Service Update 
Scott Pringle (WSP) updated the Board on an I-275 Express Bus in Express Lanes concept. At the February 
meeting the Board requested the consultant complete additional analysis of a 2015 study and provide 
comparisons to the RRT project prior to approving a locally preferred alternative. This presentation included an 
update of the 2015 study that proposed express buses operating in express lanes, and connecting the three 
counties of Pasco, Hillsborough, and Pinellas. It also included possible convertibility of the project from express 
lanes to dedicated transit lanes in the future. Three alternatives were developed: 6a (general purpose lanes 
from SR 56 to the Howard Frankland Bridge/express lanes across the bridge to St. Petersburg); 6b (general 
purpose lanes from SR 56 to downtown Tampa/express lanes from downtown Tampa to downtown St. 
Petersburg), and; 7 (dedicated freeway BRT lanes/express lanes across the Howard Frankland Bridge). The 
analysis also included reducing the number of stations from 13 to 6. After the presentation, a motion was 
passed 7-1 for staff/WSP to bring back analysis of two additional alternatives in May: one alternative consisting 
of bus on hardened shoulder lanes from Pasco county to downtown Tampa, then transitioning to express lanes 
from downtown Tampa to downtown St. Petersburg; and another alternative consisting of bus on hardened 
shoulder lanes from Pasco county to downtown Tampa, then transitioning to express lanes from downtown 
Tampa to the Gateway area of Pinellas, then to a hardened shoulder from Gateway to downtown St. 
Petersburg. In addition, Commissioner Long asked to see projections of ridership, travel time and cost 
alternatives that do not require the construction of transit lanes in the median of I-275 from downtown Tampa 
to Westshore in order to maximize leverage of FDOT’s investment in this corridor and begin construction and 
operation of the project as efficiently and affordably as possible. Staff was also asked to work with 
Commissioner Kemp on an express bus alternative that would be acceptable to Hillsborough County.    
 
Commuter Vanpool Services Contract Amendment 
The Governing Board unanimously approved the second amendment to the agreement for Commuter Vanpool 
Services with Enterprise Leasing Company of Florida, LLC. On June 22, 2018, the Governing Board approved the 
original contract for vanpool services. The agreement was structured with a two-year base term and renewal 
options for three additional one-year periods. The subsidy remains $400 per month per vehicle. Projected 
expenses were approved in the FY 2021 operating budget and will be included in the FY 2022 budget. 
 
Pinellas Aerial Gondola Feasibility Study 
The Governing Board unanimously approved a one-year contract with SCJ Alliance, not to exceed $779,271, to 
conduct a study of possible aerial gondola corridors in Pinellas County. This contract will be funded with 
remaining funds from the Innovative Transit Solutions public transportation grant agreement (Grant G1C05). In 
July 2020, TBARTA completed the Innovative Transit Technologies Study, which examined air taxis, hyperloop, 
and aerial gondolas. At the August 2020 meeting, the Board directed staff to coordinate with Forward Pinellas 
on next steps for an aerial gondola study per the ITTS recommendation.  
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Public Transportation Agency Safety Plan Update 
The Governing Board unanimously approved an update to the 2021 Public Transportation Agency Safety Plan 
(PTASP). The update includes two minor edits: the performance metrics table for the vanpool program has been 
updated to add 2020 data and references to the “Director of Commuter Services” have been changed to 
“Manager of Commuter Services.” 
 

 
 

The next Board meeting is scheduled for May 21, 2021, 10:00 am, PSTA Board Room. 


