October Legislative Subcommittee Meeting
Friday, October 16, 2020 – 8:30 AM
ONLINE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

AGENDA

Change of meeting location from in-person to a meeting by means of communications media
technology pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order Number 20-246, issued on September 30,
2020, extending order #20-69, issued on March 20, 2020, section 120.54, Florida Statutes, due to the
COVID-19 emergency. The meeting can be observed at:
Direct Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87046954679
Phone Number: 312-626-6799
Meeting Code: 870-4695-4679
If you have questions regarding this meeting, please contact Jennifer Mendez at 813-639-7722 or by
email, Jennifer.Mendez@TBARTA.com
1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Persons wishing to address the Board can do so in either of two ways:

3.

A.

Email your comments to publiccomment@tbarta.com no later than 30 minutes prior to the
meeting start time and your comments will be read into the record.

B.

To speak during the meeting, phone 1-267-866-0999 with access code 1234 35 1876 30
minutes prior to the meeting. You will first speak to a staff member, then be able to provide
public comment for a maximum of three (3) minutes when recognized by the chairman. This
public comment period will be extended for up to 30 minutes.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
A.

4.

INFORMATION ITEMS
A.

5.

September Legislative Subcommittee Minutes

Van Scoyoc Federal Legislative Update (Harry Glenn and Steve Palmer)

DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION ITEMS
A.

State Legislative Agenda (Ron Pierce, RSA)

6.

OTHER BUSINESS

7.

FUTURE MEETING SUBJECTS

Agenda

8.

October Legislative Subcommittee
Meeting

October 16, 2020

ADJOURNMENT
**NEXT LEGISLATIVE SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING**
November 13, 2020 – 8:30 AM
West Pasco Government Center
8731 Citizens Drive - Commission Board Room
New Port Richey, FL 34654

Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority meetings are open to the public. If a decision made at a meeting is appealable,
any person who decides to appeal will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, including testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based. Pursuant to the provisions of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in a Tampa Bay Area Regional
Transit Authority meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 2 business days before the meeting by calling 1(800) 9987433. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800) 955-8771 (TDD)
or 1(800) 955-8770 (Voice).

September Legislative Subcommittee Meeting
Friday, September 25, 2020 – 8:30 AM
ONLINE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER
PRESENT
Jim Holton
Rich McClain
Commissioner Janet Long
Commissioner Kathryn Starkey (Vice Chair)
Executive Director David Green
Legal Counsel Alan Zimmet
TBARTA Staff
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Accept August Legislative Subcommittee Minutes
Motion made by Jim Holton, Seconded by Rich McClain.
Voting Yea: Commissioner Long, Jim Holton, Commissioner Starkey, Rich McClain.
Motion passes 4-0.
INFORMATION ITEMS
Van Scoyoc Federal Legislative Update (Harry Glenn and Steve Palmer)
The 2020 fiscal year is coming to an end on September 30th. Earlier this week the House passed a
continuing resolution that will fund the Government through December 31. This bill extends the
Surface Transportation Authorization Fast Act bill for one more year. This will have no effect on the
TBARTA multi-year bill. Congress included enough money to transfer into the Highway Trust fund to be
solvent for the year. The House passed the HEROS Act back in May and the Senate has attempted to
pass two bills that were not successful. Yesterday the Speaker of the House and Secretary of the
Treasury announced that they are trying to pass another bill for $2.4 trillion dollars. No additional
items have been seen for transit funding. The House will stay in session until next week to vote. The
Senate will be in session on and off most of October.
FDOT Letter Update (David Green)
Last month we discussed creating a draft letter requesting to meet with Secretary Thibault to discuss
funding ideas for TBARTA agency operations. Before doing so Chair Holton, FDOT Secretary David

Minutes

September Legislative
Subcommittee Meeting

September 25, 2020

Gwynn, Ming Gao, Ron Pierce, and Executive Director David Green met to discuss it further. It was
decided that based on the current economic climate with the State to hold off on this for now.
DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION ITEMS
Transit Earmarks (Brian Pessaro)
Brian Pessaro presented a memo that described how funds were re-directed from HART and PSTA to
cover the various earmarks that TBARTA has received. This was based on a request from the August
meeting. We spoke with staff from FDOT District 7, FDOT Central Office, HART, PSTA, and
RSA Consulting Group to provide as much information as possible on the following three earmarks.
$1,500,000 for TBARTA Operations received in FY 2019/20, $1,000,000 for the study of innovative
transit solutions received in FY 2019/20 and $1,000,000 for Regional Transit Development Plan
received in FY 2018/19. Due to time constraints the Committee did not have time to discuss this in
detail and moved the topic to the October agenda.
State Legislative Agenda (David Green and Ron Pierce, RSA)
TBARTA has two objectives for the upcoming year, updating our enabling act and obtaining recurring
operating funds. Last year we ran into procedural issues on the enabling act. Our ask included adding
elected designees for the two mayors, clarifying the quorum issue (adding the quorum definition into
the enabling act), removing the list of Committees, and separating the CCC from TBARTA. Although it
was discussed, the issue of electronic voting was not included. This year’s strategy from RSA is to start
looking at bill sponsors from both parties. The $1.5 million appropriations request for recurring
operating funds has been on the agenda for the last couple of years. A new and different approach for
this year could be to ask for a direct line item to TBARTA vs. FDOT. This would eliminate the financial
ask coming from the trust fund or other transit related projects. RSA will work with incoming Speaker
Sprowls, incoming Senate President Simpson & the Governors office to see where they would prefer to
see the funds coming from. There was some discussion on the possibility of utilizing future SIS funding
(strategic intermodal system) but changes to the program would need to happen. Currently only 25%
can be used on other modes and 75% used on roadway capacity. Under current statutes the way it is
set up only allows for use on capital investment and not operations.

**NEXT LEGISLATIVE SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING**
October 16, 2020 – 8:30 AM
Online via Zoom
Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority meetings are open to the public. If a decision made at a meeting is appealable,
any person who decides to appeal will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, including testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based. Pursuant to the provisions of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in a Tampa Bay Area Regional
Transit Authority meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 2 business days before the meeting by calling 1(800) 9987433. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800) 955-8771 (TDD)
or 1(800) 955-8770 (Voice).

Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority (TBARTA)
Draft Legislative Agenda
Appropriation Request
•

The Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority (TBARTA) is seeking $1.5 million in recurring funds for agency operations and administration.

Note: TBARTA staff met with MPO directors and transit agency staff to obtain input on
TBARTA’s draft legislative agenda. The following comments were received regarding the appropriation request:
•

TBARTA’s recurring operational funds should come from either 1) General Revenue or, 2)
if it must come from the State Transportation Trust Fund, it should come “off the top” to
minimize the impact to the region.

Legislation - Amending the Enabling Act
•

The amendment authorizes certain mayors who are members of the governing board of the
Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority to appoint a designee to attend a board meeting
to act in his or her place with full voting rights on all issues. The amendment requires the designee to be an elected official of the governing body of the mayor’s municipality and be
voted on by such body.

•

Clarifies what constitutes a quorum by aligning with the definition of “quorum” as it is defined in statute.

•

Removes list of mandated committees and allows for the TBARTA Governing Board to have
full autonomy in their committee process.

•

Removes the Chairs Coordinating Committee from TBARTA and places the committee
within the MPOs. Both TBARTA and MPOs have agreed to these terms.

Legislation - Amending state fund participation in regional transit
•

341.303 (4)(a) Florida Statutes authorizes the state to fund up to 100 percent of the net operating costs of any eligible intercity or commuter rail system for up to 7 years. The amendment would extend funding to include regional fixed guideway transit to make the Regional
Rapid Transit project eligible.

Other Suggestions
The MPO/transit agency group requested that TBARTA also consider the following items discussed by the Tampa Bay TMA Leadership Group:
•

Use of state general revenue (not the transportation trust fund) to support agency operations
and new and/or expanded transit opportunities.

•

Greater flexibility in the use of transportation trust fund dollars, making transit an eligible
and prioritized use of funding allocated to the Strategic Intermodal System and state highway
system.

•

Provide local governments more flexibility in raising and investing local dollars to improve
transportation choices.

Note: Regarding bullet 3, the reasoning is that if the state mandates regional tasks and responsibilities, it should also give local governments more flexibility in how to fund them.

