Legislative Committee Meeting
Friday, August 23, 2019 – 8:30 am
PSTA Auditorium
3201 Scherer Drive
St. Peterburg, FL 33716
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
AGENDA
1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Persons wishing to address the Board are requested to complete a “Comment Card” and will be
limited to three (3) minutes. Please see staff prior to the meeting. This public comment period
will be extended for up to 30 minutes.

3.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

A. July 26, 2019 Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes
4.

DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION ITEMS

A. State Lobbying Services Agreement
5.

INFORMATION ITEMS

6.

OTHER BUSINESS

7.

FUTURE MEETING SUBJECTS

8.

ADJOURNMENT

(Al Burns, PSTA)

Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority meetings are open to the public. If a decision made at a meeting is
appealable, any person who decides to appeal will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, including testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.
Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations
to participate in a Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 2
business days before the meeting by calling 1(800) 998-7433. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please
contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800) 955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800) 955-8770 (Voice).

**Next Legislative Committee Meeting**
September 27, 2019 – 8:30 am
PSTA Auditorium
3201 Scherer Drive
St. Petersburg, FL 33716

Legislative Committee Meeting
Friday, July 26 21, 2019 – 8:30 am
PSTA Auditorium
3202 Scherer Drive
St. Petersburg, FL 33716
Meeting Minutes

Legislative Committee Members Present:
Commissioner Janet Long, Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA)
Cliff Manuel, Jr., Gubernatorial
Jim Holton, Gubernatorial
Commissioner Pat Kemp, Hillsborough County (via phone)
Melanie Griffin, Chair Gubernatorial (via phone)
Commissioner Kathryn Starkey, Pasco County
Meeting Attendees:
Natalie King – RSA, Ron Pierce - RSA, Michael Case (via phone), David Green, Cyndi Raskin, Chris Jadick,
Chris DeAnnuntis, Melonie Williams, Jennifer Mendez, Brandon Nuby, Kesha Lindo, Terry Bowers, Nikki
Day - BMO, Debbie Leous – PSTA, Bill Johnson, Bill Parrish – Westchase Community Assoc., 1
unidentified caller
Call to Order
➢ Commissioner Long called the meeting to order at 8:31 am
Public Comments
➢ No public comments
Consent Agenda Item
➢ Approve June 21, 2019 Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes
❖ Commissioner Starkey motioned to accept. Jim Holton seconded. PASSED 4-0
Action Items
➢ Legislative Agenda Discussion – Ron Pierce, RSA
• During the last session, we received $2.5M non-recurring dollars from the Transportation trust
fund. $1.5M is for operating expenses and $1M to study various transportation innovative
technologies.
• Two issues came up relating to receiving the dollars. Originally, we were going to be a required to
provide a local match and there was also an issue in getting the dollars advanced to us. The local
match was dropped, and we will receive 3 installments of $375K.
• The strategy for the next session will involve requesting new funds that are recurring. Due to the
funds coming from the Transportation trust fund, other organizations projects did not get funded,
(PSTA & HART). These organizations might have to reduce services and cut operations.
• The previous TBARTA amendment was not passed. It included updates regarding voting by
electronic means and allowing our local mayors to appoint a meeting attendee. RSA recommends
a stand-alone bill next session, opening our statue to make these changes.
• There has been talk at separating the CCC from TBARTA as well as moving the TMA leadership
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group under them (CCC). At this time TBARTA is responsible for providing administrative support
to the CCC per the statute, if this change occurs this will free up more resources to TBARTA. This
can also be pursued during the next session as an amendment.
Adjournment 9:03 am
❖ Items in red indicate a vote by the Committee.
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ACTION ITEM: STATE LOBBYING SERVICES AGREEMENT
Action: RECOMMEND THE GOVERNING BOARD AWARD ANOTHER ONE-YEAR AGREEMENT
TO RSA CONSULTING GROUP, LLC
Staff Resource:

Al Burns, Director of Procurement

Details:
• On September 17, 2018, Bryant Miller Olive (BMO) brought to the Governing Board, at their
request, a short list of local contracts for state lobbying services from which the Agency
could execute a piggyback agreement.
•

On October 26, 2018, the Governing Board approved piggybacking from PSTA’s agreement
with RSA Consulting Group.

•

The piggyback agreement has a one-year term and will expire October 25, 2019.

•

The current fee is $7,500 per month funded by local contributions.

•

PSTA renewed their agreement with RSA Consulting Group on June 22, 2019, for a term of
one year.

•

TBARTA remains eligible to piggyback from PSTA’s agreement.

•

TBARTA must secure services to continue state lobbying services.

Fiscal Impact:
$8,000 per month funded by local contributions.
Recommendation:
Award another one-year agreement to RSA Consulting Group, LLC
Attachments:
Memorandum from BMO to Members of the Governing Board

Bryant
Miller
Olive

— Attorneys at Law
One Tarrya City Center
Suite 2700
Tarrya, FL 33602
Tel 813.273.6677
Fax 813.223.2705
WWW. brno 1 aw. com

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Members of the TBARTA Governing Board

CC:

Michael Case, Interim Executive Director

FROM:

Alan S. Zimmet, B.C.S.

DATE:

September 17, 2018

RE:

Available Lobbying Contracts for Piggybacking by TBARTA

At the Governing Board meeting of August 24, 2018, the Governing Board indicated an interest
in enter into a contract with state and federal lobbyists. Because of the schedule of the State of
Florida Legislature, the Governing Board wished to have a state lobbyist on board as soon as
possible. Accordingly, the Governing Board discussed the possibility of piggybacking on
agreements for lobbying services. We have researched the agreements entered into by other local
government agencies in the area to determine which ones provide an opportunity to TBARTA to
piggyback. Attached are the tables reflecting the results of our research.
Based on our research, TBARTA is able to piggyback for state lobbying services on Hillsborough
County's agreement with Smith, Bryan & Myers, on Pinellas Cormty's agreement with Southern
Strategy Group, and on PSTA's agreement with RSA Consulting.’
There are no federal lobbying agreements that TBARTA can piggyback on.
If the Governing Board wishes to pursue agreements with any of these firms, TBARTA staff
would need to contact the firms to determine if they are willing to enter into an agreement with

This information is slightly different from the information I provided the Legislative
Subcommittee meeting on September 14*. This information is based on the most up-to-date
information from Hillsborough County

Atlanta

•

Jacksonville

•

Miami

•

Orlando

•

Tallahassee

* Tampa

• Washington, D.C.
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TBARTA for lobbying services in accordance with the firms' agreements with the respective local
government.
Finally, I wanted to remind the Board that the statute that created TBARTA prohibits TBARTA
from engaging in any advocacy regarding legislation or proposal under consideration by the
Legislature which seeks to approve funding of commuter rail, heavy rail or light rail, or any
combination of the three. Therefore, any agreement with a lobbyist should make sure to exclude
any such services, and make sure the lobbyist does not undertake any of these prohibited
activates.

